Ambassadors of Olympic Values 2019 – 2024

‘Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy of effort, the educational value of good example, social responsibility and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles.’ (Extract from the Preamble of the Olympic Charter)

‘Conscious of its spiritual and moral heritage, the Union is founded on the indivisible, universal values of human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity; it is based on the principles of democracy and the rule of law. It places the individual at the heart of its activities, by establishing the citizenship of the Union and by creating an area of freedom, security and justice.’ (Extract from the Preamble of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union)

Reading the preambles of these two Charters we became aware of a unique opportunity to involve young European volunteers in the implementation of a project in which these same values could be shared.

What is more, the House of Europe (MEBA), the Departmental Olympic and Sport Committee and the Prefecture of the Gironde Department are determined to lead a project hosting the European Solidarity Corps volunteers together with French Civil Service volunteers from September 2019 till August 2024.
This project, based on three fundamental values of Olympism: excellence, friendship and respect, as well as on the universal values of the European Union: human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity. Its aim is to inform and make our citizens fully aware of the importance and practicality of these values.

Within the Houses of Europe, we defend the idea that the European spirit is forged from very specific daily actions that give an identity to European policies. In addition, we believe that certain social groups should be prioritised as targets of our actions, particularly those who are the most distant from the public law.

It has been already 4 years the MEBA is carrying out the project of ‘Ambassadors of European values’ launched on the occasion of the Euro 2016, aiming to contribute to creation of a better and more peaceful environment through sport, solidarity, team spirit, joy and optimism.
For the next few years, young French and Europeans coming from around 20 different countries will intervene in primary and secondary schools, high schools, universities, youth centres, associations and communities to talk about Europe using their own words and experiences. They will talk about peace, the importance of education, mobility and the rule of law, all in order to transmit the above mentioned values and to understand sport as an instrument for better mutual understanding between individuals and citizens all around the world, despite their differences.
Therefore, we would like to host a higher number of volunteers every year as follows:

· September 2019 – August 2020: 12 European volunteers (10 from the ME of the EU, 1 from the Eastern Partnership Countries – Georgia and one from the Western Balkans - Serbia) to which will be added 12 French Civic Service volunteers
· September 2020 – August 2021: 16 Europeans and 16 French

· September 2021 – August 2022: 20 Europeans and 20 French

· September 2022 – August 2023: 24 Europeans and 24 French

· September 2023 – August 2024: 30 Europeans and 30 French
The main themes addressed by our young volunteers will be: the European citizenship, multiculturalism, learning about difference, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU and the Olympic Charter, the discovery of European cultures and languages, otherness and diversity.
Our aim is not only to talk about Europe, but to discover Europe and to make Europe concrete while focusing on our priority sectors. Among these belong cities on the right riverside of the Bordeaux agglomeration (e.g. this year’s partnership with the city of Lormont and its priority neighbourhoods, or this year’s partnership with the O2 Radio based in the city of Cenon). Our priority sectors include also rural areas in the Gironde Department, where we focus on the secondary schools in particular. It has been two years the Departmental Council of Gironde and the MEBA are partners within the framework of the "Competition on the European citizenship". Naturally, our right of choice is reserved for awareness-raising among the youngest ones and the reasons are following: Firstly, the education about European citizenship needs to start in their early ages. Secondly, while educating children we are able to raise awareness also among their parents.

Giving our young ambassadors the opportunity to live a year full of diverse experiences, fruitful for their personal emancipation and definition of their personal or professional projects, is a priority for us. The spectrum of tasks that will be carried out during this mission will allow them to successfully test their capacity to take initiatives, their curiosity, autonomy and adaptation. They will have the opportunity to get involved in collective action while developing educational, technical and pedagogical skills.
With our young ‘Ambassadors of Olympic values’ we could make the European Union’s motto an Olympic motto: “United in diversity, excellence, friendship and respect!”

